Marshland  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of 

for  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  1937. 

Your  Medical  and  Sanitary  Staff  remains  the  same  as  last 
year,  and  the  area  of  your  district  has  undergone  no  alteration. 
The  acreage  is  55,230,  and  the  Registrar  General’s  mid-year 
estimate  of  the  population  is  15,290. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  year  was  shown 
by  the  rate  books  to  be  4,357. 
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The  rateable  value  of  the  district  was  £32,299,  and  the  yield 
of  a  penny  rate  £148. 


Social  and  Economic  Conditions. 

Economically  the  district  has  passed  through  a  year  remark¬ 
able  neither  for  catastrophic  scarcity  nor  for  rich  abundance. 
The  state  of  agriculture  is,  as  usual,  the  factor  upon  which  all 
economic  well  being  in  this  neighbourhood  depends,  and  in  1937 
we  were  neither  unduly  blessed  nor  cursed.  On  the  whole  an 
average  year. 

But  while  economic  conditions  may  vary  considerably  from 
year  to  year,  social  conditions  undergo  no  very  violent  change. 
Economic  prosperity  is  brought  about  by  material  things,  but  an 
improved  condition  of  the  social  life  of  a  people  depends  as  much 
upon  the  gradual  absorption  of  a  number  of  spiritual  values  as 
upon  worldly  well  being.  Material  prosperity  is  essential.  The  arts 
and  graces  of  life  wither  in  poverty.  In  the  same  way  as  good 
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housing,  good  water,  electric  light  and  drainage  have  freed  the 
working  classes  from  the  continual"  struggle  with  dirt  and  given 
them  leisure  for  the  better  things  of  life,  so  the  cheap  production 
of  goods,  cheap  instruction  and  cheap  entertainment  have  given 
them  the  opportunity  of  using  that  leisure  to  advantage.  There 
are  few  books  now  that  the  working  classes  may  not  borrow 
or  buy.  The  radio  brings  the  best  music,  drama  and  poetry  to 
their  firesides,  and  even  if  the  lives  of  the  well-to-do,  as  shown 
them  by  the  cinema,  is  a  fantastic  travesty  of  the  truth,  perhaps 
a  garbled  representation  is  better  than  none  at  all. 

These  opportunities  the  agricultural  labouring  class  has  been 
quick  to  grasp.  Though  a  year  to  year  estimation  of  imponder¬ 
ables,  such  as  spiritual  and  intellectual  attainment,  is  impossible, 
yet  taken  over  a  term  of  years  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  social  status  of  the  worker  on  the  land  has  improved 
out  of  all  recognition.  The  simple  yokel  of  tradition,  quaintly 
garbed,  and  speaking  an  incomprehensible  dialect,  with  a  mind 
reaching  no  farther  than  his  parish  boundary,  lives  now  only 
between  the  pages  of  the  comic  papers.  The  real  life  countryman 
of  to-day  can  stand  his  ground  in  comparison  with  any. 


Unemployment. 

Unemployment,  never  a  very  urgent  problem  in  your  district, 
was  as  usual  seasonal,  and  of  no  greater  volume  than  in  past  years. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Total 

Legitimate  248 
Illegitimate  14 


Live  Births 


M. 

123 

5 


F. 

125  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
9  of  population  =  17. 13. 


Stillbirths  . . . 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  = 
26.02. 


Deaths 


153 


82 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:  — 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil 


Total 


Nil 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 
71  of  estimated  resident 
population  =  10.006. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

41.60 

births  ... 

44.35 

births  ... 

Nil 

•  •  • 

26 

.  .  .  ,  ,  , 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

Causes  of  Death  : — 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

Measles 
Influenza  ... 

Encephalitis  lethargica 
Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .. 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

General  paralysis,  tabes,  etc. 

Cancer 
Diabetes  ... 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 
Heart  disease 
Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 
Appendicitis 

Liver  diseases  (other  than  cirrhosis)  .. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Congenital  debility,  prematurebirth, etc 

Senility 

Suicide 

Other  forms  of  violence 
Other  defined  diseases 


Males. 

1 


2 

1 

14 

3 

29 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 


3 

1 

1 

2 

9 


Females. 

1 

2 

1 

5 


12 

2 

23 

2 

3 

1 

1 


1 

2 

7 

4 

1 

2 

1 


Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Laboratory  facilities,  arrangements  for  home  nursing,  venereal 
disease  clinics  and  provision  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  disease 
remain  very  much  the  same  as  last  year. 


A  new  motor  ambulance  has  been  bought  during  the  year, 
and  is  proving  satisfactory.  The  cost  is,  as  usual,  shared  with 
the  Wisbech  Council,  and  the  sick  and  injured  are  carried  to 
hospital  free  of  charge. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Council’s  Second  Scheme  of  Water  Extension  mentioned 
in  my  last  year’s  report,  was  completed  during  the  year.  The 
five  parishes — Clenchwarton,  Terrington  St.  Clement,  Walpole  St. 
Andrew,  Walpole  St.  Peter,  and  Tilney  All  Saints  have  now 
received  their  full  main  water  supply,  and  the  Council  has  under 
its  control  about  fifty  miles  of  water  mains  in  the  district. 

There  now  remain  eight  parishes  which  are  still  largely 
dependent  upon  a  totally  inadequate  rainwater  supply  for  domestic 
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and  other  purposes,  this,  as  experience  has  shown,  has  frequently 
failed  in  the  summer  drQught. 

The  Council  have  given  long  and  careful  consideration  to  the 
possibility  of  a  main  water  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  District 
not  already  served  by  the  Wisbech  Water  Works  Company,  and 
a  report  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer  concerning  the 
proposals  of  the  Council  to  meet  this  dire  necessity  is  now  in 
course  of  preparation. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Government  assistance  will  be  given 
to  enable  the  Council  to  bring  to  fruition  the  further  scheme, 
which,  when  complete,  would  result  in  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Marshland  Rural  District  having  the  availability 
of  a  piped  supply  of  wholesome  drinking  water  so  essential  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  people. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

During  the  year  the  following  parishes  were  added  to  the 
scavenging  scheme  Clench warton,  Terrington  St.  John,  Tilney 
St.  Lawrence,  Walsoken,  and  West  Walton. 

Ten  of  the  thirteen  parishes  in  the  Marshland  Rural  District 
are  now  scavenged. 


Schools. 

All  the  schools  in  the  area  except  three — Tilney  St.  Lawrence, 
Marshland  Fen,  and  Lakesend — are  now  supplied  with  water  from 
the  main. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area : — 

Tbe  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Dewhurst,  is  as 
follows  : — 


Infectious  Diseases. — 

Inspections  made 

Number  of  Rooms  disinfected  . J 

Nuisances — 

Inspections  made 
Notices  served 
Nuisances  abated 

New  Buildings. — 

Inspections  made 

Number  of  new  blouses  including  Bungalows  built  during  the 
year  . 


265 

180 


110 

40 

36 


210 


4 


129 


Schools. — 

Inspections  made 

Water  Supply. — 

Inspections  made 

Knackers  Act. — 

Licences  granted 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. — 

Inspections : — 

Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  Written  Notices  ... 
Prosecutions 


46 

405 

1 


28 

2 

0 


Defects  Found  and  Remedied. — 

Want  of  Drainage 
Other  Nuisances 
Prosecutions  ... 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  were  periodically  inspected  during  the  year. 


Fruit  Pickers. — 

All  Fruit  Pickers’  Bunks  were  inspected  at  the  time  of  occupation. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1937. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 


140 

290 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  46 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  91 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ... 
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S.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

( a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  1 6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  0 


(h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  40 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  0 


( c)  Proceedings  under  sections  II  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 

( d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  b 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  _  6 

O)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


67 

67 

404 

Nil 
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56 


Meat  Inspection. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

Cattle,  ex-  Sheep  and 

XT  ,  .  eluding  Cows.  Lambs. 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  J05  25 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned...  2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned...  4  _ 


Pigs. 

250 

2 

6 
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Cattle ,  ex-  Sheep  and 

eluding  Cows.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned...  1  —  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned...  2  —  4 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  volume  of  infectious  disease,  though  still  rather  large, 
was  considerably  less  than  last  year.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
were  responsible  for  the  great  majority  of  the  cases,  and  again  the 
mortality  wras  negligible.  1  here  were  indeed  no  deaths  certified 
as  due  to  either  disease  in  the  whole  area. 


One  satisfactory  feature  is  the  gradual  diminution  in  the 
admissions  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  sufferers  from  the  mild 
forms  of  these  diseases.  It  is  time  the  public  accepted  the  truth 
which  has  become  apparent  during  the  last  few  years,  namely, 
that  given  adequate  isolation  and  attention,  mild  cases  of  infecti¬ 
ous  disease  are  far  better  in  their  own  homes  than  in  hospital, 
and  there  is  no  increased  risk  to  the  community.  Hospitals  for 
Infectious  Disease,  just  the  same  as  other  hospitals,  are  best 
reserved  for  serious  cases  requiring  special  attention  and  nursing. 

Last  year  82.3%  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  76.2%  of 
the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted  to  hospital.  This  year 
the  figures  are  72%  and  72.7%  respectively. 


The  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  as  follows 


Disease. 


Total  Admitted  to 
Notified.  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  lethargica 


75  ...  54  ...  — 

22  ...  16  ...  — 

16  ,...  —  •••  3 

2  ...  —  ...  — 

2  ...  —  ...  — 

1  ...  —  ...  1 


Age  Groups : — 


Under  1 

Scarlet  Fever  0 
Diphtheria  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  0 
Pneumonia  1 

(Notified) 


1 —  2—  3 —  4 —  5—  10 — 

2  2  4  5  33  14 

0  13  14  9 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

2  0  0  1  6  0 


Over 

15—  20—  35—  45—  65 

311  1  0  0 

12  10  0 
0  110  0 
0  3  2  1  0 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937 


New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Deaths. 

* 

Respiratory  Non-Respiralory 


Age  Periods 

0  . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  . 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

.  .  .  - 

_ 

1 

. 

15  . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

, 

25  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

35  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

. 

_____ 

45  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

. 

55  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

65 

" 

•  .  •  - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

5 

3 

4 

— 

5 

2 

— 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


ARTHUR  HAWES,  M.B.,  D.P.H 


